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7. By David Wise " .
Washington Bureau Chief

Of Books

Upheld

o

Rep. Glenard P. Lipscomb,
R. Calif., a member of the
House subcommittee . (of
which the formidable Rep.
John J. Rooney. Brooklyn
Democrat, is chalrman) asked
the GAO for a ruling on the-
USIA -seciet subsidies. The
GAO Is Congress’ watehdog
on exocutive branch sponding,

1t is perfectly legal for gob=
" ernment secretly to subsidize
$ooks published and sold in

1

,Campbell, the cont,r_oller gen-

and 1is headed by Mr.

eral, :

L igovT

.| Castro book;—a book on Rus-

. this-country, thehq'enerlaldAc-_, i
i counting Office has ruled. - . o
i Controller General Joseph .| ‘Z?'l;:sx:qomf hﬁe&ﬂém&i: b 'ch:;..
" campbell said in his ruling “graets between the USIA and
t,hal;i LneAUniteC} Sb?:gsmlllbigfggﬁjthe publishers under the pro«
: mation 3?“"” o 3 .gram _provide that the. pubs
“ program s not “ImMproper Lijshery retain “general ownet-,
‘and violates' no Federal star, I'ship” of the book and that
. tute. ' < L publication shall be without

“. The USIA's “book develop- 'attribution to the agency and

‘ment” program came to light' that there should be no pub-
“in April, in testimony released ;licity of the government's
by '8 House Appropriations connection with the work.”
subcommittee. Agencyl offi- { A USIA spokesman sald the
‘clalg, an asking $195,000 for |agency's position is that 1t
“the program in 1865, said the {gays only ‘for books distrib-

In the ruling Mr. Campbell *

| the insertion of material that

Do o ) do-have some ]
| {formation. We do.have S0P 1. vot. satisly us. we don't,

"USNA- finances sbine books
‘thit- are sold both overseas!
:and in U. 8. The books are.
{not labeled in any way to re=-
«veal that they were published
' with Federla funds. o
; At the House pane's hears
!ing on March 4, Reed Harrls,
(8. USIA offical, testified: . |

¢ eThat Is a program’under
‘which we: can have books
iwritten to our own specifica~
‘tions, books that would not
yotherwise be put out. . .. Un-
ider the book development pro-~
~{gram, we control the thing
ffrom the very idea down tg the
“final edited manuscript.”

He declined to name any
Fittles or such books, “because
dour Intersts in certaih of these
! fv'lcaook.'; _should hot become &:

mattér of geenral public ine’
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tuted overseas. “Any sale here

added. ‘ :

An official of 'USIA ex-
plained that the: “book de-
velopment”’ program Works
this . way: USIA . decides it
wants a book, expressing a
certain viewpoint on a cer-
taln subject. The agency goes
1to a publisher, who commis-

Jslons a writer, and the USIA .

agrees to purchase 2,000 .ot

15,000 copies for overseas dis-

tribution. - The publisher’ is

bearing no government im--
print. .- - * L

sure the subsidized book ex«
presses the vight view? "Our
icontrol,* the official  said,
“is that {f the manuscript

s up to the publisher,” he.

free to sell as many other-
coples as he-can in the U.-8. |
i day that he thinks U!8. citi- -

How. does the USIA make.
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buy the 2,000 copies.” . N
In the testimony released

by the House subcommittice,

the titles of the books were

censored out. Mr., Harrls was-i
rasked by Rep. Rooney to name
some’ of the books, and re-
plied: - ' -
“Agaln, sir, if T may polnt
oub that we do not wish to
have these identified with us
publicly, we have—an anti-

sian;—a book which. shows
the issues that have divided
international communism
such as the Sino-Soviet.
quarrels , . " -
“Aren’t there existing books,
in these fields?” Rep. Rooney
asked. . S L
 “Yes,” Mr. Harris veplied,
“but not with what might
be called the slant that would ;
directly support the forelgn
policy of the United Statfes
. . . These tailovings permit

is particulary effective in get-
ting support.” | o T
Although it was not re-
vealed in the testimony,the |
USIA later confirmed that|
one book -“developed” under .
the. program  was “The Stra--
tegy or Deception: A Study
In World-Wide Communist;
Tactics,” subsidized -by thé
USIA to the tune of $14,052.10 ;
and published last fall by
Farrar; Straus Co. of New
York. The USIA bought 2,000 ’
coples. An agency official
said the ' publisher “printed
25,000 coples for sale in this -
country. . -+ e é
Rep. Lipscomb said yester=

zens should be told if books
offered to them for sale are |
government + subsidized. He
i sald he would offer. legisla~:,
; tion to thaf teffect next year, !
The USIA opposes any: labels"
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